Oral potentially malignant disorders (OPMDs) are clearly defined in this study as any chronic lesions/conditions found in the mouth that have the potential to transform into oral cancer; 5 this includes:
leukoplakia, erythroplakia, oral sub-mucous fibrosis (OSMF), lichen planus, actinic keratosis, discoid lupus erythematosus and palatal lesions among reverse smokers. 6 The prevalence of OPMDs worldwide ranges from 1 to 5%; 7 and their potential for them to undergo malignant transformation ranges from 1 to 36%, depending on the subtype of OPMD. 8 This study seeks to quantify the risk associated with SLT use and the development of OPMDs in South Asia. 6 Fifteen articles corresponding to eighteen studies, pertaining to three of the seven countries in South Asia, were included in the meta-analysis. A substantial risk association between SLT use and
